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REBATE PROGRAM — CHARITABLE RECYCLERS 
Statement by Minister for Environment 

MR A.P. JACOB (Ocean Reef — Minister for Environment) [2.09 pm]: Today I would like to update the house 
on the rebate program for charitable recyclers. Applications have opened today for charitable recyclers to apply for 
a rebate to help recover some of the costs of disposing of unusable donations that have been dumped at charity 
clothing bins. As we are all aware, charitable recyclers operate on a not-for-profit basis and provide essential 
community services to Western Australians in need. A key part of their charitable business is accepting donations 
of unwanted goods from the Western Australian public via donation bins or at charity shops. These donated goods 
can then be reused, being either provided to people in need or sold for reuse. Through this endeavour, not only are 
these organisations helping Western Australians in need, they are diverting a significant amount of useful material 
from landfill. 
Illegal dumping of household rubbish and the donation of unusable items at charity recycling bins and shopfronts 
is a growing issue for charitable recyclers. The clean-up costs associated with this are a substantial financial burden 
for charities, as is the cost of disposing of unusable items. The rebate program will provide a total of about 
$300 000 annually to eligible charitable recyclers to meet the cost of the landfill levy. 

The rebate program is the first of two Liberal–National government initiatives to tackle illegal dumping at 
charitable recyclers. The charitable recycler dumping reduction program will be launched later this year. This 
program will help fund charitable recyclers to implement measures such as improved lighting, fencing and 
educational material, to reduce illegal dumping of unusable items at bins and premises. The government recognises 
that charities are currently doing their best to discourage illegal dumping. The recent launch of the government-
supported GIV.org.au website in January 2016 is testament to that. The website educates the community about 
quality standards for donated goods and the disposal options for unsuitable items. I am confident that the 
government’s rebate program and the dumping reduction program will complement the industry’s own efforts to 
tackle the problem of illegal dumping. The state government is pleased to be supporting charitable organisations 
in their important community work and in their efforts to reduce illegal dumping. 
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